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LICNRCE HOULE
Soutlh Braftsbury, Benningitcn founty, Verment -
Cvmer C.o Ve Hewrines, . Shaftudury, Vi.
Tate of Trection Tetvrnen 1798-1&12
Architect Laviug Fillmove
Tvilder Unlinevmn
Twresent Concition This heouse now ovinol end oceuyisd
by Ir. end Hrs. C. U, Pawkins ig

belng and has been kept in excellent

cOn-ition.
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Humber of ttories o

‘ Materisls of Qonstruction Poundetion - Stone
Ploors -  Yood.
Exterior VWells - Cleyhoaris

Interior VWells - Lath & Plsaoter
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PHE history of the Zavkine home ig intevesting and dates back con-
giderably more than a century.: Its architeet wseg, without doubt
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ke

Lavius Fillmore, whe was a2 pupil of
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There is no record which [ixes the exact date of the building of the
Hawking house, but thers are account books in existence which were

kept by Joshua Monroe vhe was the owner of the house and who cordered

it built., The Moanroe family were early settlers in Bennington cownty
and the original ferm contained rueh of what ig now the town of Shalftg-
bury, slthough this wvast grant has dwinaled until the ferm today cone-

taing ahout 200 acres.

Tradition has it that the house was seven vears iﬁ building and the
account books kent by MHonroe from 1798 to 1812 co&talm many references
to items which might well have gone into tl'e vonstruction of the im-
mense house, There aro amusing and trapgic notes in the Tistory of the
cl¢ home, but the most tragic is the death cf Joshus Konroe, vho,

. embarvassed by bHills, burrened with dehts ~hich he could not ey, and

| worried over the grodual slipping avey of nis ancesgtral acres, hanged

himself to one of the tirbers in his own bharn.

While the exterior iz heautiful and ‘as gerved as a model for nany
homes of this type and its fine woodwork, docrways and windows hgve
been rene tedlly copied, the interior is no less interesting, one of
the impre sive festures of the house 1s the immense hellwsay, lighted
by the side lights and the lunette over the door. Wnile this twpe of
window is fregueatly found, these are, so fer as is Imown, the only

ure werc uscad
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ones in Vermont where lead castings of an oramentsl ns

-

to divide the panels of glas: in the lunette. Iead garlarnde also

.

decorate these panrels, the lecad as unweathnered gs the day the house

- was completed,
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retaining and radiating the heat tc & greater degree than the bricks
in comuon use. Here again is Tound the firest exammlie of the ﬁse of
thiic stone. The kitehen has o huge firevlace and hriek oven where
the family cookirg erd baking woe formerly done. In the cellar,
with its hugh field stene walls snue v astered deilings, is a lavge
kettle where ithe lady of the houwse held a senisannual sosp-boiling.
From the huge veams of the celling hang hoons on which the mect

supnly wes formerly

“A

hung.

Frenklin is commonly credited with having invented the first stove.
e
\jtnls 'All'bu Le more than & Tireplece which extended into the roonm
but wiich gave a greater degree of ezt than the oren Tire. But
Bennirgton ¢laires credit for a still earlier stove, this an iron
inset which fitted the fireplace opening and forced the flames and
smoke toward the front of the c¢pening, theredby giving out 2 greater
degree of heat. The house has a number of these gstoves, which are

prodvably among the few products ¢f the early Benninston or Woodford

furnaces, now in existence.

One of the interesting feabtures of the house is the guest room, a
huge eportment with its colonial fitftings. PFrom this ovened a
smaller reom in whieh the perscnel servant of the visitor was able to

find accomodations, within easy calling distence of his master.

The docoxway of tre house when viewed from the exterior is perfectly
proportioned with the slight double pillers on either side of the

door this is surmounted by the lunette and = gracefuvl Grecian canoyy.
- . . - o &
Txten.ing the entire ie_htn of the heuse, just under the €yves as a

Frieze scard with grecefully cerved parlands, r“3re oorﬂer boords o

tHy



!
~ C iR ’7’-5-‘
L
\‘f
the houge are graccfully flrted znd are surmcunted with Grecisan cepi-

tals, these cerved frow wood. TWhile the exterior is ornote, when

any particuler section is c¢losely viewed, the whole is in perfect
harmony, with the gable lunettes adiing the neceussry touck of digni-
ty and orncrerntation to the end of the building. Selt smong huge

meples and commanéing a wide view of the Dershires sno Taccnies, it

ig a state showuiace,.
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